$850 “Micro-lofts” touted as affordable housing
December 20, 2011

A Vancouver developer has unveiled 30 "micro-lofts,” which are under 300 square feet
in size and are touted as the smallest self-contained furnished rental apartments in
Canada.

They are in a newly renovated building at 18 West Hastings Street, across from Save-
On Meats in Vancouver's Downtown Eastside and were displayed Monday. The suites,
which range in size from 226 to 291 square feet, go for an average of $850 per month,
including cable and internet.

The city, along with developers Reliance Properties and ITC Construction Group, are
billing the suites as "an affordable and much needed non-subsidized rental housing
opportunity in downtown Vancouver."

However, that description doesn't sit well with a handful of protesters who stormed the
unveiling on Monday.

"l don't understand how this is part of an affordable housing strategy,” said
demonstrator Ivan Drury. "This is not an affordable housing strategy. This is a
homelessness strategy."

The project is in a previously abandoned building, which had been operating as a single
room occupancy (SRO) hotel. Protesters are calling on the city to stop converting
former SROs into brand new apartments, which are being marketed at a significantly
higher cost.

For CBC'’s coverage, click here.
For CTV’s coverage, click here.
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